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THE EESC AND THE EUROPEAN 
RESEARCH AREA  

The European Economic and Social Committee 
(EESC) welcomes the European Commission’s am-
bition to establish a “fifth freedom”, i.e. the free 

movement of research, innovation and knowledge. This 
was the subject of the Opinion INT/1082 approved at the 
meeting of the EESC’s Section for the Single Market, Pro-
duction and Consumption, which took place in Brussels 
on the 26th of June and was attended by EESC member 
Luigi Ulgiati. The Old Continent is one of the main produ-
cers of knowledge and this strategic resource must also be 
exploited because the circulation of knowledge has as its 
purpose the well-being of society. Europe should first and 
foremost be a synthesis of the various peoples that make 
it up, and a bearer not only of values, traditions, culture, 
knowledge and studies, but also of democracy, solidarity 
and rights for all its citizens. «In order to achieve the goal 
of a European Research Area and thus establish the “fifth 
freedom”, as defined in the Letta Report - said Ulgiati - it is 
essential to strengthen efforts and investments in Resear-
ch and Development, as well as to make degrees uniform 
across the 27 EU Countries». The Opinion also expresses 
the hope that the Commission will arrive at a process of 
homogeneity on taxation, pensions, wages and work, and 
a reduction in bureaucracy, in order to make Europe more 
attractive to researchers from non-European Countries. 
«The only doubt - said Councillor Ulgiati in conclusion - is 
the fear that this incentive for the circulation of the best 
minds between European Countries could be, on the one 
hand, an advantage for the growth of the European Con-
tinent to become more competitive globally, and on the 
other hand, be a disadvantage for those regions that are 
most penalised, which, in addition to not having adequate 
resources for development, could also lose the minds and 
brains trained in those territories».

EU: EUROPEAN COUNCIL   

The meeting of EU Heads of State and Government, held 
in Brussels last week, took place at the end of a series of 
important international engagements, including the G7 

Leaders’ Summit in Canada and the NATO Summit, against 
the backdrop of an extremely complex international scenario, 
where the war in Ukraine and the serious situation in the Gaza 
Strip have been compounded by the recent escalation in the 
Middle East with the tensions between Israel and Teheran. 
“Unity in diversity” is the motto that characterises the Euro-
pean Union, at the end of a European Council in which many 
topics were discussed, but few decisions were taken. The 27 le-
aders of the Member States recorded a convergence towards 
future defence spending (5% of GDP, as established by NATO, 
with the exception of Spain), but did not agree on how to con-
tinue the ReArm plan and how to finance it (Eurobonds, Sta-
bility Pact). In addition, they expressed their indignation over 
the humanitarian situation in Gaza but failed to find a solution 
to call Israel to respect international humanitarian law (several 
countries are calling for a revision of the agreement with Tel 
Aviv, but Italy and Germany are holding back). As far as Ukrai-
ne is concerned (whose leader Zelensky was expected to be 
present, but was instead obliged to make video links because 
he was forced to return to his homeland due to the resump-
tion of the Russian offensive), the European Union offered the 
same well-established script: still support for 26, without Hun-
gary, which opposes the start of the first negotiation chapters 
for membership. The EU of the “27 minus 1” will have to decide 
what to do about financial aid, because if the hostilities betwe-
en Ukraine and Russia should still continue, and a truce on the 
horizon not be in sight, it will be necessary to imagine how to 
continue refinancing Kiev. On the subject of migration, more-
over, a meeting was held with only half of the leaders present 
in the Belgian capital, but Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen took on the role of leader of the Countries, Italy first 
and foremost, that want a tightening up, with repatriations 
and “externalization” of the right to asylum. In conclusion, 
therefore, an EU Summit with few decisions taken and many 
unknowns recorded, which seemed more like a political con-
frontation, preparatory to real actions to be taken in the future.


