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CESE, ULGIATI A BRUXELLES PER PARERE SUL SETTORE NUCLEARE 

Si è svolta a Bruxelles, il 12 Novem-
bre u.s., la riunione della Sezione 
Trasporti, Energia ed Infrastrutture 

(TEN) del Comitato Economico e Socia-
le Europeo (CESE), la prima dopo il suo 
rinnovo quinquennale, avvenuto ad Ot-
tobre. All’ordine del giorno vari Pareri da 
adottare, tra cui quello molto attuale ed 
interessante relativo alla Comunicazione 
della Commissione Europea in merito al 
programma indicativo per il settore nu-
cleare, in cui si delinea il ruolo e la traietto-
ria dell’energia nucleare nei piani dell’U-
nione Europea per la decarbonizzazione, 
la competitività energetica e la sicurezza 
fino al 2050, fungendo da visione per il 
settore nucleare nella politica energetica 
della UE. Il Consigliere Luigi Ulgiati di-
chiara “condivisibili i contenuti del Parere 
in questione (TEN/856)”, sottolineando in 
particolare come “l’energia elettrica pro-
dotta da fonti nucleari generi basse emis-
sioni di carbonio, garantisca flessibilità di 
produzione e stabilità di rete, tramite un 

flusso costante, in quanto, a differenza 
dell’energia prodotta da fonti rinnovabili, 
non risente delle condizioni meteo e del-
la luce solare. Inoltre, il nucleare si adatta 
bene anche alla creazione del ciclo inte-
grato energetico con altre fonti, aiutando 
i Paesi Europei non solo nella transizione, 
ma anche nella indipendenza e nella sta-
bilizzazione dei costi energetici”. Quanto 
al tema dei rifiuti radioattivi, il cui au-
mento deriva sia dalle centrali nucleari, 
che dall’utilizzo di tecnologie nucleari in 
campo sanitario e medico, per Ulgiati 
“occorre non soltanto l’individuazione di 
depositi dedicati in base alla pericolosi-
tà, ma anche la diffusione di tecnologie 
adatte al trattamento ed al depotenzia-
mento dei rifiuti stessi”. Relativamente 
poi al fronte occupazione il Consigliere 
Ulgiati evidenzia che ci sarà un incre-
mento significativo, con una stima di 
oltre trecentomila nuove assunzioni in 
Europa, e che a tal proposito “debbono 
essere valorizzate e finanziate le compe-

tenze dei lavoratori del settore, tramite 
una formazione continua sulle nuove 
tecnologie e sui crescenti livelli di sicurez-
za, così come le eccellenze universitarie 
che già oggi erogano corsi specifici per la 
preparazione di ottimi ingegneri”.

EU: FREE TRADE AGREEMENT  
SIGNED WITH MEXICO     

The European Union continues 
to forge partnerships and agre-
ements as part of its strategy to 

diversify trade, secure supplies of raw 
materials and build defensive alliances. 
Following the Free Trade Agreement 
with Australia some two months ago, 
the European Union recently (on the 
22nd of May) officially signed two Agre-
ements with Mexico aimed at profoun-
dly renewing the partnership – not only 
economic but also political – between 
the two sides of the Atlantic: the Moder-
nised Global Agreement (MGA) and the 
Interim Trade Agreement (iTA). The two 
Treaties revive a historic collaboration, 
established in 2000, but one that was 

slowly losing its value in a global world 
that had changed profoundly and very 
suddenly. The 2000 Agreement, in fact, 
whilst extraordinarily effective in qua-
drupling trade, was beginning to falter 
under the weight of everything it fai-
led to cover, stuck as it was in an era 
when the digitalisation of society and 
the economy was still an unexplored 
concept: critical raw materials, e-com-
merce, public procurement, but also 
the supply chain for the green tran-
sition. The Agreement between the 
parties has therefore responded to a 
26-year wait, laden with expectations. 
As regards customs tariffs, the Agree-
ment will enable Mexico to eliminate 

almost all duties on European agri-fo-
od products – with pasta, cheese, eggs, 
pork and poultry previously subject to 
rates of up to 100% – and to open up 
a market of 132 million consumers. In 
conclusion, the EU-Mexico Agreement 
takes on, in addition to its commercial 
aspect, a strong geopolitical dimen-
sion, in the midst of a very pronounced 
protectionist era, spearheaded by Do-
nald Trump.

THE EESC AND THE CULTURAL COMPASS FOR EUROPE   

T he Cultural Compass is a strate-
gic document, published by the 
European Commission, which 

sets out the European Union’s new 
cultural policy plan for the period 
2028–2034. It is a forward-looking 
legislative framework designed to 
shape the EU’s cultural policy and 
ensure that culture plays a central 
role in promoting European identity, 
celebrating diversity and supporting 
excellence. In times of uncertainty 
and change, culture strengthens our 
democracy, social cohesion, compe-
titiveness and resilience. The Com-
pass therefore aims to harness the 
benefits of culture, in particular by 
promoting European cultural herita-
ge and addressing the main challen-
ges facing the cultural and creative 
industries, such as restrictions on ar-
tistic expression, the precarious live-
lihoods of artists, inequalities in op-
portunities for cultural participation, 
and the profound impact of artif icial 

intelligence (AI) on cultural sectors. 
In this context, EU policies will fo-
cus on four main areas: safeguarding 
European cultural values and rights, 
supporting artists and cultural pro-
fessionals, strengthening the sector’s 
competitiveness and resilience, and 
promoting international cultural re-
lations. During its April Plenary Ses-
sion, the EESC (European Economic 
and Social Committee) adopted the 
Opinion entitled “A Cultural Compass 
for Europe” (SOC/853), with the aim 
of ensuring that culture is no longer 
a marginal issue, but rather a star-
ting point for future generations. The 
Committee highlighted that culture 
is not merely knowledge, but also fer-
tile ground for democratic participa-
tion, through the role played today by 
libraries and existing cultural infra-
structure; furthermore, the compass 
must not remain an isolated tool, but 
must work in synergy with existing 
ones, such as the European Shield for 

Democracy. Councillor Ulgiati also 
stressed the importance of drawing 
up a Charter for EU Artists, in order 
to ensure fair working conditions in 
the cultural and creative industries 
sector of the European Union. «Mem-
ber States - said Ulgiati - should take 
appropriate measures to ensure that 
all workers have access to social pro-
tection, given the prevalence of atypi-
cal and self-employed workers in the 
cultural sector, the need for interna-
tional mobility, and the fact that the 
majority of SMEs are micro-enterpri-
ses, cooperatives or social economy 
enterprises».


