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THE EESC AND THE CULTURAL COMPASS FOR EUROPE

he Cultural Compass is a strate-
T gic document, published by the

European Commission, which
sets out the European Union's new
cultural policy plan for the period
2028-2034. It is a forward-looking
legislative framework designed to
shape the EU'’s cultural policy and
ensure that culture plays a central
role in promoting European identity,
celebrating diversity and supporting
excellence. In times of uncertainty
and change, culture strengthens our
democracy, social cohesion, compe-
titiveness and resilience. The Com-
pass therefore aims to harness the
benefits of culture, in particular by
promoting European cultural herita-
ge and addressing the main challen-
ges facing the cultural and creative
industries, such as restrictions on ar-
tistic expression, the precarious live-
lihoods of artists, inequalities in op-
portunities for cultural participation,
and the profound impact of artificial

intelligence (Al) on cultural sectors.
In this context, EU policies will fo-
cus on four main areas: safeguarding
European cultural values and rights,
supporting artists and cultural pro-
fessionals, strengthening the sector’s
competitiveness and resilience, and
promoting international cultural re-
lations. During its April Plenary Ses-
sion, the EESC (European Economic
and Social Committee) adopted the
Opinion entitled “A Cultural Compass
for Europe” (SOC/853), with the aim
of ensuring that culture is no longer
a marginal issue, but rather a star-
ting point for future generations. The
Committee highlighted that culture
is not merely knowledge, but also fer-
tile ground for democratic participa-
tion, through the role played today by
libraries and existing cultural infra-
structure; furthermore, the compass
must not remain an isolated tool, but
must work in synergy with existing
ones, such as the European Shield for

EU: FREE TRADE AGREEMENT
SIGNED WITH MEXICO

he European Union continues
to forge partnerships and agre-
ements as part of its strategy to
diversify trade, secure supplies of raw
materials and build defensive alliances.
Following the Free Trade Agreement
with Australia some two months ago,
the European Union recently (on the
22nd of May) officially signed two Agre-
ements with Mexico aimed at profoun-
dly renewing the partnership - not only
economic but also political — between
the two sides of the Atlantic: the Moder-
nised Global Agreement (MGA) and the
Interim Trade Agreement (iTA). The two
Treaties revive a historic collaboration,
established in 2000, but one that was

slowly losing its value in a global world
that had changed profoundly and very
suddenly. The 2000 Agreement, in fact,
whilst extraordinarily effective in qua-
drupling trade, was beginning to falter
under the weight of everything it fai-
led to cover, stuck as it was in an era
when the digitalisation of society and
the economy was still an unexplored
concept: critical raw materials, e-com-
merce, public procurement, but also
the supply chain for the green tran-
sition. The Agreement between the
parties has therefore responded to a
26-year wait, laden with expectations.
As regards customs tariffs, the Agree-
ment will enable Mexico to eliminate

Democracy. Councillor Ulgiati also
stressed the importance of drawing
up a Charter for EU Artists, in order
to ensure fair working conditions in
the cultural and creative industries
sector of the European Union. «<Mem-
ber States - said Ulgiati - should take
appropriate measures to ensure that
all workers have access to social pro-
tection, given the prevalence of atypi-
cal and self-employed workers in the
cultural sector, the need for interna-
tional mobility, and the fact that the
majority of SMEs are micro-enterpri-
ses, cooperatives or social economy
enterprises».

almost all duties on European agri-fo-
od products — with pasta, cheese, eggs,
pork and poultry previously subject to
rates of up to 100% — and to open up
a market of 132 million consumers. In
conclusion, the EU-Mexico Agreement
takes on, in addition to its commmercial
aspect, a strong geopolitical dimen-
sion, in the midst of a very pronounced
protectionist era, spearheaded by Do-
nald Trump.



